















































































































































































































































THE WHITE HOUSE
WAS H-INGTON

December 7, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
william T. Coleman, Jr.

SUBJECT: The Westside Highway in New York

Pursuant to our conversation on Friday, December 3, I am
enclosing for your information a copy of the committment
which the President made in New York regarding the Westside
Highway. We appreciate your efforts to expedite the Envir-
onmental Impact Statement process in connection w1th the
important reconstruction of this major transporta

artery.
ichards Hope
ssociate Director
Domestic Council
Attachment

cc: Jim Cannon e
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If I might, I would like to add a very special comment,
" Nelson. not only for what you have done as Vice President,
not only for what you have done for my candidacy and
what you arc doing in this campaign. but what you have
done for our country all of your oublic life. Nobody will
ever surpass the dedication, devotion that has been
demonstrated on behalf of his countrv over the years by
our Vice President. And I think not only you here tonight,
but the people in the great Empire State and all of us in
the other 49 States are deeply grateful for this wonderful
public servant, whom I have gotten to know and love and
trust, and who I think is super.

" Now I would like to express my gratitude to your great
State chairman, Dick Rosenbaum, who has a subtle way
of suggesting that maybe certain things ought to happen—
look at him blush. [Laughter] Well, we will do our best,
Dick, to repay you for the first-class job you did in Kansas
City.

Needless to say, I have been gratified and deeply im-
pressed by what I have heard and seen here in New
York today. I am no judge of how big the crowds are or
how enthusiastic the people are because I have never
had the privilege of being a candidate in New York State
before. But I can tell warmth in the eyes of people, and I

can tell by the way they look and feel and speak and yell
and get together, we had a great day in Brooklyn today,
and I want to thank everybody for it.

As Nelson said, the people of New York City are sorting
out some of the most difficult financial problems any city
in this country has ever faced. I know it has not been easy
for New York City to pull ‘through these financial
problems.

During our travels through Brooklyn, Flatbush, I
had an opportunity to talk to Senator Javits and Sen-
ator Buckley, and I told them as follows: As New York
City continues to meet its responsibilities—and I com-
mend them and congratulate them—TI strongly favor the
continuation of Federal cash flow assistance. It is good
for the city, and it is good for the country.

I also added another little comment. I told them I sup-
port the rebuilding of the West Side Highway. About 35
or 40 years ago, I was courting a very nice girl, and I
used to come down from New Haven and I used to ride
and drive on that highway then. It was old and broken
down then, and it should have been replaced a long time
ago. As soon as the environmental impact statement is
ready, we will go ahead. And the second—now this is the
good news—1I think we sort of put a fire under them.
Thev expect to have that all done in the next 30 days, and
you will get the go-ahead signal.

But let me take just a few minutes. When I was here
on the Fourth of July to see the Tall Ships, more beauti-
ful sails came to this city, I think, than ever in the history
of any city or any nation. There was promise, conviction,
and homectown pride. It was clearly demonstrated by any-

body who came to the city on that nccasion. And that new
spirit—as we flew over in the helicopter or in our air-
craft—that ncw spirit was demonstrated. It was hard
carned, and it was well deserved, and I congratulate you
all.

Now, it has been 8 weeks since Kansas Citv. We have
come a long, long way, baby. [Laughter] We have the
facts, we have the issues, we’ve got the momentum, and we
have 3 more weeks to go to win a great victory for the
American people.

I said in Kansas City that we wouldn’t concede a single
State, we wouldn’t concede a single vote; we would cam-
paign from the snowy banks of Minnesota to the sandy
plains of Georgia. And we have, and we are going to win
on November 2. '

I have a firm commitment from Dick Rosenbaum and
Nelson and Jack Javits and Jim Buckley that we are
going to carry New York with its 41 electoral votes. I have
made a firm commitment to Jim Buckley: We are going
to help him get reelected to the United States Senate from
the State of New York.

It would be very helpful in the next 2 years if we could
have a good number of additional Republican Members
of the House of Representatives who would stand tall
and strong when the tough issues come down, people
like Jack Wideler and the others, so do your best in that
regard.

I also told vou in Kansas City that I was mdy and
cager to debate Mr. Carter face-to-face on the real issues.
1 still am—[laughter]—if I can pin him down. We have
heard a lot of doubletalk from Mr. Carter, a lot of make:
believe mathematics, a lot of fuzzy and contradi
policy proposals. I still don’t know where Mr.
stands on most issues, and I don’t think he does.

One thing is pretty clear: Mr. Carter wants to
President, whatever he has to say to get there. I
sympathize. T understand it when he says he will ha
to take a few years to study national and internation
problems and get all of the facts. Let’s give Mr. Cart
a few more years to prepare himself—[laughter}—bu
not on the taxpayer’s money.

You know what I will do, because you know what
have done for the past 26 months. You know where w
were then and you know where we are today—peac
recovering from a recession, rebuilding pride in Ameri
in its 200th anniversary. You know what I have done
President, despite the partisan obstructionism of a
gressstacked 2-to-1 against me.

We heard before the convention that our party w.
sick, our party was dying. Now we hear the voters

overcome with apathy and reallv don’t care who wins.
don’t believe that. I just don’t believe that. The America
people do care, they have a clear choice, and our job

to get them to the pol!s to rcgwtcr their choice for o
country. :






